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5. PEEP maintenance flow trigger.

This flow trigger works in conjunction with the pressure triggers described above. 
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Detection occurs when the flow measured at the air outlet shows an increase, and when 
the flow rate increases above the baseline level.

A: The patient starts to inhale slowly. The device does not detect a decrease in pressure 
because the patient's needs are less than the flow rate required to maintain PEEP at the 
machine outlet.

B: The flow required by the patient increases above the level required to maintain PEEP. You 
will notice that the device then increases the delivered flow (based entirely on the patient's 
needs). You will also note a slight variation in the pressure, which is too slow to activate the 
pressure triggers described above.

C: The trigger is activated.
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Figure 10.9: PEEP maintenance flow inspiratory trigger.

Specific double circuit trigger

Principle

The flow trigger, Tg.F, is based on a comparison of the inspiratory and expiratory limbs, which 
increases the triggering sensitivity. When the difference between the expiratory flow and the air 
outlet output flow (inspiratory flow) is greater than the set Tg.F value, the trigger is activated and 
a new respiratory cycle is triggered.


